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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Sunday 4TH March 2018   Year B

The second collection this week is for the Lukan Fund

MASS TIMES

Sunday 9.00am St John the Evangelist, Milborne Port
10.30am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
6.30pm St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

Mon 9.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Tues 7.00pm Station Mass

St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Thurs 9.45am St Mary's, Bruton
Friday 11.30am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Saturday 10.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

Mass followed by Confession & 
Exposition

5.30pm St Mary’s, Mere

The early Christian practice 
of visiting the tombs of the 
martyrs around the city of 
Rome became the founda-
tion of what we understand 
the Lenten Station Masses to 
be.  In the early fourth cen-
tury pilgrimage was made 
to the churches that housed 
the tombs of martyrs and 
saints so that the Christians 
of the city of Rome united 
with their bishop - the suc-
cessor of St Peter - would 
meet together on a common 
journey of faith and prayer.

The Roman Stational Mass-
es grew, largely under Pope 
Gregory the Great, but lat-
er additions have fleshed 
out the programme some-
what to encompass the 
whole season of Lent.

These stations are simply 
about pilgrimage and em-
barking upon a journey that 
has been walked by Chris-
tians across the centuries.  

It is a pilgrimage that is flavoured by Lenten penance and 
a searching,  a longing ,  for God.  There is also a con-
sciousness of walking where others have trod before; 
we truly walk in the footsteps of holy men and women.

During this season of Lent, in our own diocesan Year of 
Mission,  we are invited to allow this Roman pilgimage to 
become our own.  There is a simple invitation here for a 
diocesan family to embark upon its own journey into God, 
to seek him, to long for him, and to find him.  Pilgrimage, by 
its very nature, demands we move, maybe step away, from 
what is familiar and what causes us to be settled.  Pilgrimage 
takes us out of ourselves and allows us to encounter others, 
to walk with others as well as stepping into richer under-
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standing of the journey life 
draws us into towards God.  

This Lent, these stations 
around our own diocese 
give us the change to make 
something of that pilgrim-
age drawing us into prayer 
and communion with oth-
ers in our diocese.    The 
stopping points on this 
Lenten journey invite us to 
encounter the ever-present 
Lord who sends us out with 
that mission to proclaim 
good news to our world.

MERE
There will be stations of the 
Cross in our church in Mere 
every FRIDAY at 11a.m.   

Also Morning prayer dai-
ly at 9, except on Thurs-
days when we will 
pray the Rosary at 10.   

Make this Lent Special!

MERE LENT 
LUNCHES

All held at 12.30pm 
2nd March at the URC 
after morning service,   
23rd   March  &   
30th   March  at the 
Grove Building.

NEW LIGHT 
ON THE 
FRENCH 

REVOLUTION
Charles de Salis will be giv-
ing a scintillating talk ‘New 
Light on the French Revo-
lution’ at Yarlington House,  
BA9 8DY, on Sunday 11th 
and Monday 12th March, 
at 7.30 for 8.00 pm.  Tick-
ets cost a modest £12.50 
and this includes a glass 
of rather fine wine.  The 
proceeds go to the Lu-
kan Fund.  If you want to 
come, telephone Charles 
or Carolyn, 01963 440344, 
or e-mail: charles.desa-
lis@yarlingtonhouse.com
 
Carolyn would  like some 
assistance with selling raf-
fle tickets, the bar and park-
ing. Please telephone if 
you can help.  Last year we 
made over £2000, so we 
ought to try to exceed this 
with ecclesiastical vigour.

STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS

at St Luke’s, every 
Tuesday morn-
ing during Lent  af-
ter  the    9am Mass.

MERE LENT 
L U N C H E S

All held at 12.30pm 2nd 
March at the URC af-
ter morning service,   
23rd   March  &   30th   March  
at the Grove Building.

SPECTRA 
MUSICA 

IN 
WINCANTON

Spectra Musica will be 
singing ’ Motets, Mad-
rigals and More’ at  St 
Luke and St Teresa’s 
Church, Wincanton on 
17th March, in another 
lively concert led by their 
very talented Musical 
Director, Peter Leech. 

The group’s pro-
grammes are always a 
colourful mix of words 
and music from many 
eras and styles. Vautor 
and Bassani were 17th 
century composers, and 
Brahms 19th century, 
Villette, Lloyd Web-
ber and Seiber 20th 
century, all adding to 
the evening’s variety. 
The talented pianist 



from Sunday 11th February.  
Please sign up before 
Sunday 25th February).

LENT STUDY 
COURSE

After discussion we 
agreed to follow  ‘40 
Years of Hope’.
Sessions will be Tuesday 
mornings (starting 20th 

February) 10.30 am at the 
Barn (Religious Society 
of  Friends).  Evening ses-
sions on Wednesdays at 
7.30pm in the small parish 
room at SS Luke & Teresa.

CONFIRMATION

For young people 
wishing to discover 
the meaning of the 
Sacrament of Confir-
mation  - please would 
you write to me giving 
your age, your address, 
your telephone num-
ber and your email - 
and post it through 
the presbytery let-
terbox.  A meeting 
will be arranged some 
time before Easter.  

Fr Louis 

Caroline D’Cruz will 
also feature in the pro-
gramme as well as ac-
companying the group.

Tickets, priced £12, are 
available from 01963 
350160, from tickets@
spectramusica.co.uk or 
on the door, for the con-
cert starting at 7.30pm.

ST JOHN THE 
EVANGELIST, 

MILBORNE PORT 

The Anglican/Roman-
Catholic Joint Council 

Annual General 
Meeting

The Annual General Meet-
ing of the Anglican/Roman 
Catholic Joint Council will 
be held on Monday 5th 
March 2018 at 6.30 pm in the 
Skittle Room, The Tippling 
Philosopher, Milborne Port.

It will be followed by a 
Skittles Match between An-
gles & Romans and a buffet 
snack supper (£7.00 a head) 
which this year  for the first 
time will feature a choice of 
hot dishes as well as cold.

All members of both con-
gregations are warm-
ly invited to attend.   
PLEASE COME! (Sign-
up sheet at back of church 

MILBORNE 
PORT LENT 
LUNCHES
12.30 for 1.00pm.

Friday 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd 
March, Church House, 

St John’s.

WINCANTON 
LENT 

LUNCHES 
2018

All start at 1230.
Friday 2nd March, St Pe-

ter & St Paul
Friday 9th March, Quak-

ers/Methodists
Friday 16th March, St 

Luke & St Teresa
Friday 23rd March, 

Wincaton Community 
Church

BRUTON 
LENT 

LUNCHES

12.00pm
Friday 16th  (hosted by 
the Catholics), 23rd & 

2nd March
Bruton Community 

Hall



DOWNSIDE 
DAY OF 

RECOLLECTION  

Tuesday 13th March 
10.00am-2.30pm  

The day begins with coffee, 
followed by a talk at 10.30, 
then silent prayer and an op-
portunity for confession.  
Mass is at midday.  Bring a 
picnic lunch.  Final talk at 
1.30.    This Day of Recollec-
tion will be held at the Pasto-
ral Centre and led by Monsig-
nor Canon Jeremy Rigden, of 
St Mary’s, Bath.   Do come; 
everyone is welcome.  For 
more information contact 
Margaret Goldschmidt on 
01963 370688.   The next 
such Day of Recollection 
will be on Tuesday 3rd July.

APF/MISSIO 
2018

It’s March again, and 
time to hand in your 
little red box to the 
promoter named 
on the underside.  

If you are unable to link 
up with your promoter, 
please give your box to 
one of the clergy and 
they will ensure it gets to 
where it needs to go!!  

As always, thank you for 
your ongoing support.  

Ann and Sue

JESUS VS. SATAN

Jesus and Satan were 
having an ongoing ar-
gument about who 
was better on his com-
puter.  They had been 
going at it for days, and 
God [the Father] was 
tired of hearing all of 
the bickering.  Finally 
God said,  “Stop it.  I am 
going to set up a test 
that will run two hours 
and I will judge who 
does the better job.”

So down Satan and 
Jesus sat at the key-
boards and typed away.  
They moused.  They 
did spreadsheets.  The 
wrote reports.  They 
sent faxes.  They sent 
e-mail.  They sent out 
e-mail with attach-
ments.  They down-
loaded.  They did some 
geneology reports.  
They made cards.  They 
did every known job.

But ten minutes before 
their time was up, light-
ning suddenly flashed 
across the sky, thunder 
rolled, the rain poured 
and, of course, the 
electricity went off.  Sa-
tan stared at his blank 
screen and screamed 
every curse word 
known in the under-
world.  Jesus just sighed.  
The electricity finally 
flickered back on, and 
each of them restart-
ed their computers.

Satan started searching 
frantically, screaming 
“It’s gone!  It’s all gone!  
I lost everything when 
the power went out!”

Meanwhile, Jesus qui-
etly started print-
ing out all of his files 
from the past two 
hours.  Satan observed 
this and became irate.  
“Wait! He cheated, 
how did he do it?”

God shrugged and 
said, “Jesus saves.”



LITURGIES
Lenten Station Masses: a diocesan pilgrimage (Lent 2018)
A simple, prayerful journey around our diocese centred upon the celebration of the Eucharist and 
the Prayer of the Church. Details of the Station Masses and its pilgrimage route will be available 
in January 2018.

Liturgies of Reconciliation (Lent 2018)
Bishop Declan will once again celebrate Liturgies of Reconciliation in several venues across the 
diocese during Lent 2018. We gather to celebrate the mercy of God in Wincanton, Bath, Stroud, 
Swindon and Filton on the Thursdays of Lent (beginning 22 February).

Mass for Newly Baptised and Newly Received (19 May 2018)
Bishop Declan invites those who are baptised at Easter and those who are received into full com-
munion with the Church to join him (along with their parishes, their sponsors and their families) 
at a celebration of Mass in thanksgiving for the gift of faith and the call to ‘go, glorifying the Lord 
by our lives’. We gather in our Cathedral.

Eucharistic Adoration (in preparation for the National Congress)
The National Congress, Adoremus, present us with a real encouragement to embrace an initiative 
of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and to draw our ‘gaze’ upon the one who calls us in love 
and sends us out as witness to his Good News. This living encounter with Christ, present in 
the Eucharist, draws us into Divine Love so that we might go and communicate that love to 
others.

A YEAR OF MISSION



EVENTS
Diocesan Roadshows (12, 19, 26 April; 10, 17 May 2018)
Representatives from our diocesan departments based at Alexander House embark upon a 
series of evenings (and an afternoon) that allow our parish communities to appreciate the 
services that are on offer to them, as well as chance to ask questions and meet some of our 
diocesan staff.

Annual Diocesan Day (30 June 2018)
St Brendan’s Sixth Form College hosts this diocesan gathering for another year and allows 
us a day of formation, reflection and insight around this Year of Mission.  With keynote 
speaker, workshops, something for the children, and a time just to gather from across four 
counties with our bishop, this day allows us to ponder our mission as the Church in Clifton.

Gathering our Religious (27 June)
The Religious men and women working in our diocese gather together for a day of prayer, 
reflection and conversation.

Glastonbury Pilgrimage (8 July 2018)
Gathering as a diocesan family at the Shrine of Our Lady of Glastonbury, this annual pil-
grimage invites us to place all that we are and all we are called to be, as the Church in this 
place, under the watchful care and prayerful intersession of the Mother of God.

World Meeting of Families (21 - 26 August 2018)
Dublin has been chosen by Pope Francis to host the next world meeting of families guided 
by the theme ‘The Gospel of the Family: Joy for the World’. This major  international event 
brings families together from around the world to pray, reflect and celebrate the importance 
of marriage as the cornerstone of our lives, our Church, and our world.

Lourdes Pilgrimage (24 - 31 August 2018)
Bishop Declan leads this annual pilgrimage to Lourdes inviting us to keep our eyes fixed on 
the one who leads us to Christ, her Son.  The National Eucharistic Congress (7 - 9 Septem-
ber 2018).  This national initiative across three days invites us to reflect upon and celebrate 
the Eucharist at the heart of the Church and the heart of our lives. Each parish is being 
represented at this national gathering and parishes are being invited to participate, even 
remotely, in this important moment of prayer, formation, and evangelisation in our coun-
try.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land (22 - 30 October 2018)
Bishop Declan leads a group of diocesan pilgrims following the footsteps of Jesus and the 
disciples. Visiting the major places in Galilee, Bethlehem and Jerusalem, this time away in 
prayer and reflection draws us into a richer understanding of the Scriptures and of the call 
to be disciples. Booking forms and details are available from the Adult Education office or 
from cliftondiocese.com.



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Have you picked up on that theme of Covenant this year through our Lenten journey? 

From Noah to Abraham and now with Moses and the People of Israel on Mount Si-
nai, God reaches out to his people in a desire to come close to them and draw them 
into his love. The Commandments were to shape the way God’s people lived their 

lives. 

This was the way of living that marked them out as God’s people and as distinct from 
other nations. And these are God’s words, not the words of Moses. It is God who 
speaks relationship to his people and we come to the understanding that it is God who 
inscribes these words on the two tablets of stone… and maybe it is important that 
we hold that image of stone and the covenant in our minds for a week or two until we 

come to Jeremiah! 

God seeks to inscribe his love within us for God seeks to come close to us this Lent be-
cause he loves us. As God shaped the People of Israel to become his people so he shapes 

and fashions us in Lent to radiate more perfectly his image and likeness. 

We grow in his likeness when we live as he calls us to live – in love with him and liv-
ing in love of our neighbour, too.

A YEAR OF MISSION



Priest: Rev Louis Beasley-Suffolk  •  Deacons: Revv Paul White & Michael Hughes  •  Parish Administrator: Joanna Bentley
Email: hope@stlukeswincanton.org.uk  •  Telephone: 01963 34408

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY ........ 

March

5th  Milborne Port Joint Council AGM  6.30pm  Tippling Philosopher, MP
5th - 9th Wincanton Experience      Baptist Church
6th  Lenten Station Mass    7.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
11th  New Light on the French Revolution 7.30pm  Yarlington House
12th  New Light on the French Revolution 7.30pm  Yarlington House
16th  Lent Lunch      12.30pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
17th  Spectra Musica    7.30pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
26th  Stations of the Cross    7.00pm  St John’s, MP

MONEY BOX

The collection last week raised £1987.56 of which £1144.54 was raised for the CAFOD Lent Fast Day.   
Thank you all.

Sunday 4th  March - Third Sunday in Lent
 
Response to Psalm;  You, Lord, have the message of eternal life.

Gospel Acclamation;  Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
    I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord,  
    whoever believes in me will never die. 
    Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

Communion Antiphon;  The sparrow finds a home,
    andthe swallow a next for her young:
    by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
    Blessed are they who dwell in your house, 
    for ever singing your praise.

Sick & Housebound Visits

If you know of anyone who is sick, debilitated or housebound and 
would like to receive Communion, please contact Fr Louis or the 

Parish Office on 01963 34408


