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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8th DECEMBER 2019 - YEAR A

THE SECOND COLLECTION THIS SUNDAY IS FOR THE LUKAN FUND

MASS TIMES

Sunday 10.30am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
6.30pm St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

Monday 9.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Tuesday 9.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Thurs 9.45am St Mary’s, Bruton
Friday 11.30am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Saturday 10.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

10.30 - 11.30am Confession & Exposition
5.30pm St Mary’s, Mere

November 3rd, 2018 
marked the start of an 
appeal to raise money 
for repairs and refurbish-
ment of the Presbytery.  

The building was on the 
verge of becoming un-
inhabitable.  The roof 
leaked, the tiles were fall-
ing out, the windows were 
rotten, the glass was in 
danger of falling out, the 
pointing was cement and 
damaging the stonework,
the kitchen cupboards 
were collapsing and 
the stairs creaked  in 
a terrifying manner!

We gathered three es-
timates and chose the 
least expensive, howev-
er, we had been warned 
that once we’d start-
ed on the building we 
could be opening a can 

of worms.   That in fact proved to be the case, be-
cause by mid December it was apparent that the 
roof had to be replaced rather than repaired which 
is what had originally hoped to get away with.  

We needed to raise money to cover the cost  of this nec-
essary work.  We knew that we could borrow £80,000 
from the Diocese, and that we had in the region of £90,000 
in the bank meaning we needed to raise £100,000.  

It seemed a very tall order and there was some 
doubt that it could be done.  In fact we haven’t raised 
£100,000 but £95,000 is pretty damn close!  To have 
raised £95,000 in this period of 13 months is truly 
astonishing and the words congratulations and thank 
you to everyone who has contributed  to that vast 
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THE PROPHETS NEARLY HAD IT RIGHT!



sum.  There are still bits 
and pieces that need to 
be done, and the loan 
to be repaid.   We antic-
ipate a final tally some-
time in the New Year.

The total raised is stagger-
ing.  The  repairs and reno-
vations to the Presbytery  
have not only made my 
life warm, dry and com-
fortable but have secured 
the fabric of the building 
for many years to come.        

Thank you all.
Fr Louis

COFFEE 
MORNING

Coffee morning, every Tues-
day 9.30-11.30 am in the 
parish room after Mass. Pop 
in for a cuppa and a chat, 
or stay longer and bring a 
table top hobby or craft. 
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MORE 
COLLECTION 
COUNTERS 
NEEDED !

Every Monday morning - 
or Tuesday if it is a Bank 
Holiday - at 9.30 am af-
ter Mass two Collection 
Counters take their turn, 
according to a quarterly 
rota, to add up and re-
cord the Sunday Mass 
offerings from all three 
Churches in the Parish.

Earlier this year, two new 
Counters joined the rota 
and are now well versed 
in what has to be done.  
We are most grateful to 
them.   We would now like 
to recruit more, especial-
ly as one of our long-time 
Counters has unfortu-
nately had to resign due 
to ill health.    Not much 
mathematical skill is 
needed,  just careful ad-

dition and recording (a 
calculator is available).” 

New Counters are giv-
en careful guidance by 
two other experienced 
Counters for their initial 
two sessions.  And there 
are written notes to help 
too.  After that, they will 
work alongside one oth-
er longer-serving Coun-
ter, so there is always 
someone there able 
to help and explain.   

The process usually takes 
about two hours - some-
times quicker.   And Fa-
ther Louis kindly brings 
you a cup of coffee or 
tea to help things along!   

So please consider 
whether you might be 
able to help the Parish in 
this way, as it really is a 
crucial part of the Parish’s 
support for Father Louis.   

If you would like to find out 
more or write your name 
down, please email me, 
Veronica Goodenough 
on vmgoodenough@
btinternet.com or tele-
phone:   01963 33255

NOVEMBER
FILM CLUB

Another brilliant month!  This 
month £50.00 has been raised 
for the Lukan Fund on by the 

Film Club.

CHRISTMAS GOODS SALE
Starts on Sunday 1st Decem-
ber.  Our end of year Magnus Opus 
event!  Christmas cakes, puddings, 
chutneys, marmalades, mince-
meats, decorations present ideas, 
cards, seasonal crafts and knitwear.  

Contributions very welcome please.
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WINCANTON 
CHURCHES 
TOGETHER

 ADVENT COURSE

Our Advent Bible study will 
be starting 19/20 November 
based on ‘Living in the Light’. 

The course will be held on Tues-
days at 10.00am for 10.30am at 
Wincanton Baptist Church, and 
repeated on Wednesday eve-
nings at 7.00pm for 7.30pm at St 
Luke’s in the large parish room.  

All are very welcome.

CATECHISTS 
FORMATION 

COURSE

The next course starts in 
January 2020 and is designed 

for the formation of the 
catechists of our diocese. 

The course is aimed at form-
ing new catechists as well as 
supporting and refreshing 

existing and “well-seasoned” 
catechists. This next series is 
to be hosted at St Osmund’s, 

Salisbury.
The course will run on a 
Wednesday evening, once 
a month through the year. 

Starting Wednesday 29 Janu-
ary, the course includes the 
diocesan day gathering on 

Saturday 27 June 2020. There 
are some engaging and stim-
ulating facilitators for each 
session. The session on 29 
January is designed to set 
the scene for the monthly 

sessions that follow. Sessions 
start at 7.30pm with refresh-

ments from 7pm.
Further information can be 

found on the Clifton Diocese 
website. 

 DECEMBER FILM 
CLUB

Recapture your inner child 
for Christmas!  ‘Toy Story 4’.  
The last in the celebrated 
and loved Toy Story saga.  
1.45pm start - but come ear-
ly for a seasonal light buffet

  

DAY FOR
CATECHISTS

On Saturday 18 January we 
welcome David Wells back 
to the Diocese to help us 
explore what it means to 
‘share our story’. David is 
well known for his deep the-
ology, accessible presenta-
tion and self-deprecating 
humour. He will inspire us, 
nourish us and encourage 
us to keep sharing. In addi-
tion to his two talks, there 
will be a range of workshops 
on offer which will help new 
and experienced catechists 
and evangelists to engage 
more deeply with their role 
and mission. These will in-
clude: First Communion 
Preparation, Accompanying 
parents, Confirmation cat-
echesis, Sharing our Story 
– Alpha, Baptismal Prepara-
tion, Liturgy and Catechesis 

and Sacramental Rites. All 
are welcome to this day at 
St Brendan’s College, Bris-
lington, Bristol – no expe-
rience necessary. The day 
starts at 10am (with re-
freshments from 9.30am) 
and will finish 3.30pm, 
please bring a packed lunch.

THE PILGRIM 
SINGERS

Present a concert ‘BEHOLD 
THAT STAR’ on Sunday 
December 15th at 7.00 pm at 
Wincanton Baptist Church. 

Proceeds to Wincan-
ton Community Trans-
port (The CAT Bus).

Tickets £12 (under16 free) 
from Wincanton Post Of-
fice or contact Jane on 
0196333695. Season-
al refreshments included. 
You are warmly invited to 
come and enjoy an evening 
of festive music, carols 
and reflective readings.

LGBT+ MASS

Sunday 15th Decem-
ber at 3.00pm.  St 
Nicholas of Tolentino 
RC Church, BS5 0RE
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MONEY BOX
The collections last week raised £788.89  of which £251.60 was for the Poor Missions.  

Thank you all.

Sunday 8th December - Second Sunday in Advent

Response to Psalm; In his days justice shall flourish
    and peace till the moon fails.

Gospel Acclamation; Alleluia, alleluia!
    Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight,
    and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
 
    Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon; Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
    and behold the joy which comes to you from God.

Sick & Housebound Visits

If you know of anyone who is sick, debilitated or housebound and 
would like to receive Communion, please contact Fr Louis or the 

Parish Office on 01963 34408

DIARY PAGE

DECEMBER

10th School & Parish Carol Service    6.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
13th The Stanchester Quire Carol Concert   7.30pm  SS Peter & Paul’s, W’ton
14th Spectra Musica Carol Concert    7.30pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
15th Pilgrim Singers Concert     7.00pm  W’ton Baptist Church
16th Our Lady’s School Christmas Mass    2.30pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
16th Penitential Service      7.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
24th Vigil Mass       6.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
24th Mass During the Night     8.30pm  St Mary’s, Mere
24th Mass at Midnight      11.30pm St Luke’s, Wincanton
25th Solemnity of the Nativity     10.30am St Luke’s, Wincanton
26th Feast of St Stephen      9.45am  St Luke’s, Wincanton


