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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
1st DECEMBER 2019 - YEAR A

THE SECOND COLLECTION THIS SUNDAY IS FOR POOR MISSIONS OF THE DIOCESE 
THE SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK IS FOR THE THE LUKAN FUND

MASS TIMES

Sunday 10.30am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
6.30pm St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

Monday 9.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Tuesday 9.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Thurs 9.45am St Mary’s, Bruton
Friday 11.30am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Saturday 10.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

10.30 - 11.30am Confession & Exposition
5.30pm St Mary’s, Mere

November 3rd, 2018 
marked the start of an 
appeal to raise money 
for repairs and refurbish-
ment of the Presbytery.  

The building was on the 
verge of becoming un-
inhabitable.  The roof 
leaked, the tiles were fall-
ing out, the windows were 
rotten, the glass was in 
danger of falling out, the 
pointing was cement and 
damaging the stonework,
the kitchen cupboards 
were collapsing and 
the stairs creaked  in 
a terrifying manner!

We gathered three es-
timates and chose the 
least expensive, howev-
er, we had been warned 
that once we’d start-
ed on the building we 
could be opening a can 

of worms.   That in fact proved to be the case, be-
cause by mid December it was apparent that the 
roof had to be replaced rather than repaired which 
is what had originally hoped to get away with.  

We needed to raise money to cover the cost  of this nec-
essary work.  We knew that we could borrow £80,000 
from the Diocese, and that we had in the region of £90,000 
in the bank meaning we needed to raise £100,000.  

It seemed a very tall order and there was some 
doubt that it could be done.  In fact we haven’t raised 
£100,000 but £95,000 is pretty damn close!  To have 
raised £95,000 in this period of 13 months is truly 
astonishing and the words congratulations and thank 
you to everyone who has contributed  to that vast 
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THE PROPHETS NEARLY HAD IT RIGHT!



sum.  There are still bits 
and pieces that need to 
be done, and the loan 
to be repaid.   We antic-
ipate a final tally some-
time in the New Year.

The total raised is stagger-
ing.  The  repairs and reno-
vations to the Presbytery  
have not only made my 
life warm, dry and com-
fortable but have secured 
the fabric of the building 
for many years to come.        

Thank you all.
Fr Louis

COFFEE 
MORNING

Coffee morning, every Tues-
day 9.30-11.30 am in the 
parish room after Mass. Pop 
in for a cuppa and a chat, 
or stay longer and bring a 
table top hobby or craft. 
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MORE 
COLLECTION 
COUNTERS 
NEEDED !

Every Monday morning - 
or Tuesday if it is a Bank 
Holiday - at 9.30 am af-
ter Mass two Collection 
Counters take their turn, 
according to a quarterly 
rota, to add up and re-
cord the Sunday Mass 
offerings from all three 
Churches in the Parish.

Earlier this year, two new 
Counters joined the rota 
and are now well versed 
in what has to be done.  
We are most grateful to 
them.   We would now like 
to recruit more, especial-
ly as one of our long-time 
Counters has unfortu-
nately had to resign due 
to ill health.    Not much 
mathematical skill is 
needed,  just careful ad-

dition and recording (a 
calculator is available).” 

New Counters are giv-
en careful guidance by 
two other experienced 
Counters for their initial 
two sessions.  And there 
are written notes to help 
too.  After that, they will 
work alongside one oth-
er longer-serving Coun-
ter, so there is always 
someone there able 
to help and explain.   

The process usually takes 
about two hours - some-
times quicker.   And Fa-
ther Louis kindly brings 
you a cup of coffee or 
tea to help things along!   

So please consider 
whether you might be 
able to help the Parish in 
this way, as it really is a 
crucial part of the Parish’s 
support for Father Louis.   

If you would like to find out 
more or write your name 
down, please email me, 
Veronica Goodenough 
on vmgoodenough@
btinternet.com or tele-
phone:   01963 33255

NOVEMBER
CAKE SALE

Another brilliant month!  
This month £91.75 has been 
raised for the Lukan Fund on 

the cake stall.

CHRISTMAS GOODS SALE
Starts on Sunday 1st December.  
Our end of year Magnus Opus 
event!  Christmas cakes, puddings, 
chutneys, marmalades, mince-
meats, decorations present ideas, 
cards, seasonal crafts and knitwear.  

Contributions very welcome 
please.
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WINCANTON 
CHURCHES 
TOGETHER

 ADVENT COURSE

Our Advent Bible study will 
be starting 19/20 November 
based on ‘Living in the Light’. 

The course will be held on 
Tuesdays at 10.00am for 
10.30am at Wincanton Bap-
tist Church, and repeated 
on Wednesday evenings at 
7.00pm for 7.30pm at St 
Luke’s in the large parish room.  

All are very welcome.

FAITH IN ACTION 
AWARD SCHEME 

COMING TO 
ST LUKE’S SOON! 

This national Catholic award 
scheme is for young people 
aged 10-18 years and is de-
signed to celebrate the faith 
journey of young people and 
to encourage a tangible liv-
ing faith in the ‘real world’. 
There are four stages, Pin=-
Discovery, Bronze=Ser-
vice, Silver=Leadership and 
Gold= Innovation. Many of 
our young people are already 
serving the parish in various 
ways: altar serving, reading, 
cake making for cake sale 
etc. This scheme recognises 
their involvement and en-
courages further participa-
tion in parish life and beyond. 

We will be holding an infor-
mation session run by Dave 
Wheat (Diocesan Youth Min-
ister) soon for anyone in-
terested and their parents. 
Please ring or text Cymmone 
on 07821161543 or contact Fr 
Louis, to express an interest.

 TAIZE AT ST 
MARY’S

Everyone is invited to a Taize 
service at St Mary’s Church 

in Mere on December 8th at 
6.00pm.  Wincanton Pilgrim 

Singers will be present to 
support the singing of the 

chants.
  

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 
1ST SUNDAY OF AD-

VENT 

‘Stay Awake’ –For those 
who suffer from any form 
of sleeping disorder these 
words are cold comfort. 
Being awake all night or 
indeed the fear of not being 
able to sleep can torment 
and cause great anxiety. Of 
course, Jesus is not expect-
ing us to literally refrain 
from sleeping. What he is 
referring to is the lack of 
alertness we can have to 
what might be happening 
around us, the way we drift 
from one thing to another, 
and worse the way we can 
drift into negative behav-
iour, or simply into apathy 

and disregard for the things 
which matter. It is easy to 
drift, it can happen almost 
unconsciously without us 
being aware of what is hap-
pening. Jesus does not want 
this for us. Instead he wants 
us to live life to the full, to 
experience everything in 
all its glory, for we never 
know when the opportu-
nity to do so will come to 
an end .When it does we 
need to be ready fully con-
scious that we have lived 
our lives in readiness for 
meeting our God, the God 
of life, of hope and of love.

THE PILGRIM 
SINGERS

Present a concert ‘BEHOLD 
THAT STAR’ on Sunday 
December 15th at 7.00 pm at 
Wincanton Baptist Church. 

Proceeds to Wincan-
ton Community Trans-
port (The CAT Bus).

Tickets £12 (under16 free) 
from Wincanton Post Of-
fice or contact Jane on 
0196333695. Season-
al refreshments included. 
You are warmly invited to 
come and enjoy an evening 
of festive music, carols 
and reflective readings.
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MONEY BOX
The collections last week raised £878.11 of which £220.53 was for the Catholic Youth Service.  

Thank you all.

Sunday 1st December - First Sunday in Advent

Response to Psalm; I rejoiced when I heard them say:
    ‘Let us go to God’s house.’

Gospel Acclamation; Alleluia, alleluia!
    Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
    and give us your saving help.   
    Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon; The Lord will bestow his bounty, 
    and our earth shall yield its increase.

Sick & Housebound Visits

If you know of anyone who is sick, debilitated or housebound and 
would like to receive Communion, please contact Fr Louis or the 

Parish Office on 01963 34408

DIARY PAGE

DECEMBER

1st Christmas Goods Sale     After Mass St Luke’s, Wincanton    
10th School & Parish Carol Service    6.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
14th Spectra Musica Carol Concert    7.30pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
15th Pilgrim Singers Concert     7.00pm  W’ton Baptist Church
16th Our Lady’s School Christmas Mass    2.30pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
24th Vigil Mass       6.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
24th Mass During the Night     8.30pm  St Mary’s, Mere
24th Mass at Midnight      11.30pm St Luke’s, Wincanton
25th Solemnity of the Nativity     10.30am St Luke’s, Wincanton
26th Feast of St Stephen      9.45am  St Luke’s, Wincanton


