
BULLETIN

Priest: Rev Louis Beasley-Suffolk  •  Deacons: Revv Paul White & Michael Hughes  •  Parish Administrator: Joanna Bentley
Email: hope@stlukeswincanton.org.uk    •  Telephone: 01963 34408

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
Sunday 25TH March 2018   Year B

The second collection this week is for the Lukan Fund
The second collection on Good Friday will be for Holy Places & Christians in the Holy Land 

MASS TIMES

Sunday 9.00am St John the Evangelist, Milborne Port
10.30am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
6.30pm St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

Mon 9.00am St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Tues 9.00pm St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton
Wed 28th 11.00am Clifton Cathedral

Thurs 29th 7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

Fri 30th 3.00pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
Day of Fast & Abstinence
St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

Sat 31st 12.00pm Holy Saturday - Blessing of the Food
St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

9.00pm The Easter Vigil
St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

Sun 1st April 9.00am Easter Day
St John’s, Milborne Port

10.30am Easter Day
St Luke & St Teresa, Wincanton

This Sunday, called Palm 
or Passion Sunday, is the 
first day of  Holy Week. 
Holy Thursday, Good Fri-
day, and the Easter Vig-
il on Holy Saturday are 
called the Triduum—three 
days that are the highlight 
of  the Church year. There 
are two Gospels pro-
claimed at today’s Mass. 

The first Gospel, pro-
claimed before the proces-
sion with palms, tells of  
Jesus’ triumphant entrance 
into Jerusalem. Riding 
on a borrowed colt, Jesus 
was hailed by the crowds 
as they blessed God and 
shouted “Hosanna!” 
This event is reported in 
each of  the four Gospels.

At the Liturgy of  the Word 
on Palm Sunday, the events 
of  Jesus’ passion are pro-
claimed in their entirety. We 
read the passion of  Jesus 
as found in the Gospel of  

Mark. We will hear these events proclaimed again when we 
celebrate the Triduum later in the week. On Good Friday, 
we will read the passion of  Jesus from the Gospel of  John.

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ passion and death are presented 
as the consequence of  the tension between the Jewish au-
thorities and Jesus that had been building throughout his 
public ministry. This tension reached its breaking point 
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when Jesus drove the mer-
chants and moneychangers 
from the Temple. After this 
event, the chief  priests and 
scribes began seeking a way 
to put Jesus to death, and 
yet, this is only the surface 
explanation for his death.

When Jesus was arrest-
ed and brought before the 
Sanhedrin—the council of  
Jewish priests, scribes, and 
elders—he was charged 
with blasphemy, citing his 
threat to the Temple. When 
he was brought before Pi-
late, however, the religious 
authorities presented his 
crime as a political one, 
charging that Jesus claimed 
to be king of  the Jews. In 
continuity with a theme 
of  Mark’s Gospel, the 
messianic claim of  Jesus 
is widely misunderstood.

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ 
disciples are rarely mod-
els of  faith and do little to 
invoke confidence in their 
capacity to continue his 
ministry after his death. 
They fare no better in 
Mark’s narrative of  Jesus’ 
passion and death. At the 
Last Supper, the disciples 
insisted that none among 
them would betray Jesus. 

When Jesus predicted that 
their faith would be shak-
en in the events ahead, Pe-
ter and the other disciples 
protested vehemently. Yet 
in the garden of  Gethse-

mane, Jesus returned three 
times to find them sleep-
ing. Jesus prayed in agony 
over his impending fate 
while his disciples slum-
bered through the night. 

Just as Jesus predicted, 
Peter denied Jesus, and 
the disciples were absent 
during Jesus’ passion and 
death. Only the women 
who had been followers 
of  Jesus in Galilee are said 
to have been present at 
the Crucifixion, but they 
remained at a distance.

Throughout this Gospel, 
Mark challenges the read-
er to consider the claim 
with which the Gospel 
begins: Jesus is the Son 
of  God. When we read 
Mark’s account of  the 
passion, we begin to com-
prehend the deeper the-
ological statement being 
made about Jesus’ death. 

In Mark’s telling of  the 
passion narrative, Jesus 
understood his death to 
have been preordained, 
and he accepted this death 
in obedience to God’s will. 
Jewish Scripture is quoted 
only once, but there are sev-
eral references to the ful-
fillment of  the Scriptures. 

Jesus understood his 
anointing in Bethany as 
an anticipation of  his buri-
al, and he announced that 
this story would be told 

together with the Gos-
pel throughout the world. 

Jesus predicted his be-
trayal by Judas as well as 
Peter’s denial. At his ar-
rest, Jesus acknowledged 
that the preordained time 
had arrived. Jesus was 
both confident and si-
lent before his accusers. 

After he was sentenced to 
death, Jesus did not speak 
again until his final cry 
from the cross. The by-
standers misunderstood 
and believed that he was 
calling for Elijah. The Ro-
man centurion, however, 
affirmed what Mark has 
presented throughout this 
Gospel: Jesus is the Son 
of  God. Nowhere was this 
revealed more fully than 
in his death on the cross.

During Holy Week, we 
prayerfully remember the 
events of  Jesus’ passion 
and death. As we medi-
tate on the cross, we ask 
again and anew what it 
means to make the state-
ment of  faith that Jesus, 
in his obedient suffering 
and dying, revealed him-
self  to us as God’s Son.



for their energy in con-
tinuing to raise such 
much needed funds 
for the Lukan Fund.

With my sincere 
thanks and blessings,

Fr Louis 

W O M E N S 
WORLD DAY 
OF PRAYER 
It was a huge disappoint-
ment to cancel WWDOP 
last Friday.  A lot of effort 
and good will had been 
invested by all six denom-
inations, not to mention 
offers of help on the day, 
and cakes kindly baked.  

THANK YOU to every-
one who would 
have been involved.  

If you feel you would like 
to make a donation to 
Women’s World Day of 
Prayer, as no offerings 
were taken on the day, 
please send a cheque 
to: Women’s World Day 
of Prayer, Commer-
cial Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, TN1 2PR.  

Ann White.

A LIGHT 
SHONE ON 

YARLINGTON 
LAST 

WEEKEND!
Charles de Salis 
gave a coruscating 
talk on the French Revo-
lution. His knowledge of 
the subject is vast, and 
his delivery with the help 
of slides was seamless.
  
As ever, on these occa-
sions, the organisation 
in the capable hands 
of Countess Carolyn de 
Salis was meticulous.  
The selling of tickets, 
the parking arrange-
ments and the bar were 
faultless.  The atmos-
phere  was warm and 
welcoming, which cre-
ated a social event wor-
thy of the many people 
who  were in the audi-
ence on both nights.  

The amount raised 
for the Lukan Fund  
was £2347.00  A tru-
ly magnificent total.
 
On behalf of the Par-
ish,  may I thank Count 
and Countess de Salis 

MERE GOOD 
FRIDAY 

STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS

On Good Friday, those 
who are fit will pray the 
Stations up Castle Hill.  

Those who are feel-
ing a little less fit will 
pray the Stations in our 
Church.  Both groups 
will begin in the Town 
Square at 11.00 am.

There will also be Ecu-
menical Stations of  the 
Cross in Mere at St Mi-
chael’s Anglican church 
at 6.00 pm this Sunday.

ST LUKE’S 
MARCH CAKE 

SALE

Palm Sunday, 25th March 

Easter bakes and spring 
treats is our theme this 
month.  Contributions 
very welcome please!



CONFIRMATION

For young people 
wishing to discover 
the meaning of the 
Sacrament of Confir-
mation  - please would 
you write to me giving 
your age, your address, 
your telephone num-
ber and your email - 
and post it through 
the presbytery let-
terbox.  A meeting 
will be arranged some 
time before Easter.  

Fr Louis

 

APF/MISSIO 
2018

It’s March again, and 
time to hand in your little 
red box to the promoter 
named on the underside.  

If you are unable to link 
up with your promoter, 
please give your box to 
one of the clergy and 
they will ensure it gets to 
where it needs to go!!  

As always, thank you for 
your ongoing support.  

Ann and Sue

SAME BUT 
DIFFERENT: 

REFLECTIONS OF 
DIFFERENT 
CHRISTIAN 

PERSPECTIVES 
The churches of Mere are 
sharing their differences 
in a series of talks on Sun-
day night at 6pm in the 
Grove Building.  This Sun-
day (11th) it is Deacon Mi-
chael’s turn to talk about 
the Catholic Church: he 
would much appreciate 
some Catholics to be there 
in support.  On the 18th, it 
will be the turn of the URC, 
and on the 25th there will 
be Stations in St Michael’s.

FLOWER 
ROTA AT ST 

LUKE’S

We are in need of  a 
person(s) to join the 
team and help once a 
month with the flow-
ers for St.Luke’s. 

Formal training or ex-
perience is not needed; 
just a love of  flowers 
and enthusiasm. For 
further details please 
contact Cymmone 
on 01935 850306.

HOW TO SHARE 
YOUR FAITH 

WITH FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS  

Forming Intentional Dis-
ciples is a book we could 
read and then discuss in 
small groups. This has 
helped many busy Catho-
lics across the country 
and beyond to more JOY 
in their Faith, and given 
renewed energy to their 
parish.   If you would like 
to know more, please give 
your name and email/
phone number either as 
you leave church today, or 
by contacting Deacon Mi-
chael (michael@faithand-
joy.co.uk  or 830766)

JOB VACANCY 
AT THE AMMER-
DOWN CENTRE

We are looking for an 
‘Out of Hours Duty Su-
pervisor’ for 21 hours 
per week on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday
For details please contact 
Tessa Owen on 01761 
433709 or email ad-
min@ammerdown.org 



LITURGIES
Lenten Station Masses: a diocesan pilgrimage (Lent 2018)
A simple, prayerful journey around our diocese centred upon the celebration of the Eucharist and 
the Prayer of the Church. Details of the Station Masses and its pilgrimage route will be available 
in January 2018.

Liturgies of Reconciliation (Lent 2018)
Bishop Declan will once again celebrate Liturgies of Reconciliation in several venues across the 
diocese during Lent 2018. We gather to celebrate the mercy of God in Wincanton, Bath, Stroud, 
Swindon and Filton on the Thursdays of Lent (beginning 22 February).

Mass for Newly Baptised and Newly Received (19 May 2018)
Bishop Declan invites those who are baptised at Easter and those who are received into full com-
munion with the Church to join him (along with their parishes, their sponsors and their families) 
at a celebration of Mass in thanksgiving for the gift of faith and the call to ‘go, glorifying the Lord 
by our lives’. We gather in our Cathedral.

Eucharistic Adoration (in preparation for the National Congress)
The National Congress, Adoremus, present us with a real encouragement to embrace an initiative 
of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and to draw our ‘gaze’ upon the one who calls us in love 
and sends us out as witness to his Good News. This living encounter with Christ, present in 
the Eucharist, draws us into Divine Love so that we might go and communicate that love to 
others.

A YEAR OF MISSION



EVENTS
Diocesan Roadshows (12, 19, 26 April; 10, 17 May 2018)
Representatives from our diocesan departments based at Alexander House embark upon a 
series of evenings (and an afternoon) that allow our parish communities to appreciate the 
services that are on offer to them, as well as chance to ask questions and meet some of our 
diocesan staff.

Annual Diocesan Day (30 June 2018)
St Brendan’s Sixth Form College hosts this diocesan gathering for another year and allows 
us a day of formation, reflection and insight around this Year of Mission.  With keynote 
speaker, workshops, something for the children, and a time just to gather from across four 
counties with our bishop, this day allows us to ponder our mission as the Church in Clifton.

Gathering our Religious (27 June)
The Religious men and women working in our diocese gather together for a day of prayer, 
reflection and conversation.

Glastonbury Pilgrimage (8 July 2018)
Gathering as a diocesan family at the Shrine of Our Lady of Glastonbury, this annual pil-
grimage invites us to place all that we are and all we are called to be, as the Church in this 
place, under the watchful care and prayerful intersession of the Mother of God.

World Meeting of Families (21 - 26 August 2018)
Dublin has been chosen by Pope Francis to host the next world meeting of families guided 
by the theme ‘The Gospel of the Family: Joy for the World’. This major  international event 
brings families together from around the world to pray, reflect and celebrate the importance 
of marriage as the cornerstone of our lives, our Church, and our world.

Lourdes Pilgrimage (24 - 31 August 2018)
Bishop Declan leads this annual pilgrimage to Lourdes inviting us to keep our eyes fixed on 
the one who leads us to Christ, her Son.  The National Eucharistic Congress (7 - 9 Septem-
ber 2018).  This national initiative across three days invites us to reflect upon and celebrate 
the Eucharist at the heart of the Church and the heart of our lives. Each parish is being 
represented at this national gathering and parishes are being invited to participate, even 
remotely, in this important moment of prayer, formation, and evangelisation in our coun-
try.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land (22 - 30 October 2018)
Bishop Declan leads a group of diocesan pilgrims following the footsteps of Jesus and the 
disciples. Visiting the major places in Galilee, Bethlehem and Jerusalem, this time away in 
prayer and reflection draws us into a richer understanding of the Scriptures and of the call 
to be disciples. Booking forms and details are available from the Adult Education office or 
from cliftondiocese.com.



PALM SUNDAY

As we enter into Holy Week with great procession we will listen to Mark’s account of 
the Passion. It appears so stark and bleak and we should notice the contrast from how 

Jesus stands at the beginning of the gospel. 

Do you notice that now Jesus is alone? All the crowds that flocked around him have 
vanished and even his own disciples have fled. Jesus, the Son of God, is left abandoned 
and alone, broken and bruised. But the centurion is the one to point out who Jesus is: 
he is the Son of God, the innocent one, rejected and crushed, taking upon himself our 

faults. 

The cross has been on the horizon from the start of Jesus’ ministry and it has to be a 
feature in the life of the disciple. Our Year of Mission allows us to see our own disciple-

ship as that same outreach of love towards our world. 

It is God’s love we proclaim revealed in the outstretched arms of Jesus, the Christ, the 
Anointed One of God. This is how we live mission and how we live discipleship, in the 

giving of ourselves for the life of the world: loving to the cost of everything.

A YEAR OF MISSION



Priest: Rev Louis Beasley-Suffolk  •  Deacons: Revv Paul White & Michael Hughes  •  Parish Administrator: Joanna Bentley
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MONEY BOX

The collection last week raised £404.91 of which £113.82 was raised for the Lukan Fund.   Thank 
you all.

Sunday 25th  March - Palm Sunday
 
Response to Psalm;  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Gospel Acclamation;  Praise to you,  O Christ, king of eternal glory.  
    Christ was humbler yet,
    even to acepting death, death on a cross.
    But God raised him high
    and gave him the name which is above all names. 
    Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

Communion Antiphon;  Father, if this chalice cannot pass
    without my drinking it,
    your will be done.

Sick & Housebound Visits

If you know of anyone who is sick, debilitated or housebound and 
would like to receive Communion, please contact Fr Louis or the 

Parish Office on 01963 34408

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY ........ 

March

25th  March Cake Sale    After Mass  St Luke’s, Wincanton
26th  Stations of the Cross    7.00pm  St John’s, MP
28th  Chrism Mass     11.00am  Clifton Cathedral
29th  Mass of the Lord’s Supper   7.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
30th  Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 3.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
  Day of Fast & Abstinence    
31st  Holy Saturday - Blessing of the Food 12.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton
  The Easter Vigil    9.00pm  St Luke’s, Wincanton

April
1st  Easter Day     9.00am  St John’s, MP
  Easter Day     10.30am  St Luke’s, Wincanton


